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to those who are politically active, and to sons and daughters of
workers, peasants, and professors. Each institute or university
sets its own tests, which are written ones in Russian language
and in literature and mathematics, and oral in physics, chemistry,
and social science, the last including dialectical materialism,
history of the Communist Party, etc. These subjects are com-
pulsory for all, irrespective of the type of institute or the profes-
sion for which it is training students.
Students have to take two tests yearly, that at the end of the
year being the decisive one. At the end of the course the student
has to produce a thesis, which must be publicly defended. On
the successful defence he receives a diploma, without which he
is not considered qualified to work as a specialist. Two degrees
were instituted recently, one comparable to the English M.A. or
M.Sc., and the other to a doctorate. These are given on the
results of research-work expounded in a thesis.